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Topsfield	  Finance	  Committee	  
Minutes	  to	  the	  Meetings	  

April	  27,	  2015	  
	  

I. Call	  to	  Order:	  Chairman	  Lyons	  called	  the	  meeting	  to	  order	  at	  7:05	  pm	  with	  
Heidi	  Bond,	  Karen	  Dow,	  Jon	  Guido,	  Eric	  Menzer,	  Lou	  Ross	  and	  Dana	  Warren	  
Present.	  Martha	  Morrison,	  Selectman,	  George	  Hall,	  Town	  Moderator,	  and	  
Paula	  Burke	  were	  also	  present	  for	  the	  meeting	  and	  arrived	  at	  7:05	  pm.	  	  
Jeanine	  Cuniff	  of	  the	  Planning	  Board	  arrived	  at	  7:15	  pm.	  Lou	  Ross	  has	  been	  
appointed	  as	  the	  newest	  member	  of	  the	  Finance	  Committee,	  and	  confirmed	  
that	  he	  has	  been	  sworn	  in.	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  

II. Minutes	  of	  April	  13,	  2015:	  Dana	  Warren	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  approve	  the	  
minutes	  for	  the	  April	  13th	  meeting,	  as	  drafted,	  seconded	  by	  Karen	  Dow	  and	  
voted	  in	  favor	  6-‐0-‐1.	  Lou	  Ross	  abstained	  from	  the	  vote,	  as	  he	  was	  not	  yet	  a	  
Committee	  member.	  
	  

III. Final	  Town	  Meeting	  Warrant	  Article	  Assignments:	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  
Annual	  Town	  Meeting	  

Warrant	  Article	  
Finance	  Committee	  
Member	  Initials	  

2	   ML	  
3	   KD	  
4	   EM	  

Special	  Town	  Meeting	  
Warrant	  Article	  

Finance	  Committee	  
Member	  Initials	  

2	   ML	  
3	   ML	  
4	   KD	  
5	   ML	  
6	   HB	  
7	   KD	  
8	   JG	  
9	   ML	  
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5	   DW	  
6	   DW	  
7	   HB	  
8	   ML	  
9	   EM	  
10	   HB	  
11	   DW	  
12	   DW	  
13	   KD	  
14	   KD	  
15	   HB	  
16	   HB	  
17	   EM	  
18	   ML	  
19	   EM	  
20	   EM	  
21	   JG	  
22	   JG	  
23	   ML	  
24	   HB	  
25	   HB	  
26	   HB	  
27	   HB	  
28	   EM	  
29	   JG	  
30	   LR	  
31	   LR	  
32	   JG	  
33	   JG	  
34	   JG	  
35	   KD	  
36	   KD	  
37	   ML	  
38	   JG	  
39	   EM	  
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40	   EM	  
41	   EM	  
42	   EM	  
43	   EM	  
44	   HB	  
45	   KD	  
46	   DW	  
47	   ML	  
48	   ML	  
49	   ML	  

	  
	  

IV. Final	  Town	  Meeting	  Warrant	  Article	  Recommendations:	  Chairman	  Lyons	  
stated	  that	  the	  Committee	  reserves	  the	  right	  to	  supersede	  or	  modify	  the	  
following	  actions	  by	  future	  vote.	  
	  
Martha	  Morrison,	  Selectman	  and	  Chair	  to	  the	  Planning	  Board,	  spoke	  to	  the	  
Committee	  providing	  further	  details	  on	  Articles	  Forty-‐Second	  and	  Forty-‐
Third.	  
	  
By	  motion	  of	  Eric	  Menzer,	  seconded	  by	  Karen	  Dow,	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  
recommends	  positive	  action	  on	  Amend	  Zoning	  Bylaw,	  Article	  III,	  Sections	  
3.13,	  Parking	  of	  Automobiles,	  Article	  Forty-‐Second,	  voted	  in	  favor	  7-‐0.	  	  
	  
By	  motion	  of	  Eric	  Menzer,	  seconded	  by	  Karen	  Dow,	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  
recommends	  no	  action	  on	  Amend	  Zoning	  Bylaw,	  Article	  III,	  Section	  3.02	  
Table	  of	  Use	  Regulations,	  Article	  Forty-‐Third,	  voted	  in	  favor	  7-‐0.	  	  
	  
Superseded	  Special	  Town	  Meeting	  
By	  motion	  of	  Karen	  Dow,	  seconded	  by	  Eric	  Menzer,	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  
recommends	  positive	  action	  on	  Prior	  Bills	  and	  Wages,	  Article	  Two,	  and	  to	  
adopt	  the	  Final	  Transfer	  Amounts	  Worksheet	  as	  the	  Committee’s	  
recommendation	  for	  positive	  action,	  voted	  in	  favor	  7-‐0.	  
	  
Superseded	  Special	  Town	  Meeting	  
By	  motion	  of	  Karen	  Dow,	  seconded	  by	  Dana	  Warren,	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  
recommends	  positive	  action	  on	  Transfer	  of	  Funds,	  Article	  Three,	  and	  to	  
adopt	  the	  Final	  Transfer	  Amounts	  Worksheet	  as	  the	  Committee’s	  
recommendation	  for	  positive	  action,	  voted	  in	  favor	  7-‐0.	  
	  

V. Preparation	  for	  Town	  Meeting:	  George	  Hall,	  Town	  	  Moderator,	  discussed	  
the	  Fluoride	  Committee	  report	  for	  Town	  Meeting	  with	  the	  Committee.	  The	  
September	  Town	  Meeting	  formed	  this	  committee	  and	  they	  have	  been	  
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charged	  to	  report	  at	  this	  Annual	  Town	  Meeting	  on	  May	  5th.	  There	  is	  not	  a	  
warrant	  article	  concerning	  water	  fluoridation	  in	  either	  the	  Special	  Town	  
Meeting	  or	  the	  Annual	  Town	  Meeting	  Warrants.	  	  
	  
By	  motion	  of	  Karen	  Dow,	  seconded	  by	  Eric	  Menzer,	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  
recommends	  to	  receive	  the	  report	  of	  the	  Flouride	  Committee,	  voted	  in	  favor	  
7-‐0.	  	  	  
	  
Dana	  Warren	  distributed	  a	  draft	  of	  Article	  Fifth	  with	  a	  more	  detailed	  
explanation	  of	  the	  Committee’s	  recommendation	  for	  Article	  Fifth	  for	  Town	  
Meeting.	  
	  

II. Upcoming	  Meeting	  Schedule:	  A	  joint	  meeting	  of	  the	  Committee	  and	  the	  
Selectmen	  will	  be	  held	  prior	  to	  the	  Annual	  Town	  Meeting,	  6:00	  pm,	  Proctor	  
School	  Teachers’	  Lounge.	  The	  Annual	  Town	  Meeting	  will	  take	  place	  on	  May	  
5th	  in	  the	  Woodbury	  Auditorium	  at	  The	  Proctor	  School,	  7:00	  pm.	  There	  will	  
also	  be	  a	  meeting	  of	  the	  Finance	  Committee	  on	  Monday	  June	  29th	  at	  7:00	  pm	  
in	  the	  Proctor	  School	  Teachers’	  Lounge.	  
	  

VI. Adjourn:	  Karen	  Dow	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  adjourn	  at	  8:15	  pm	  seconded	  by	  Eric	  
Menzer	  and	  voted	  in	  favor	  7-‐0.	  	  

	  
Respectfully	  Submitted,	  
Keelie	  Winslow	  
	  
Attachments:	  
Warrant	  for	  2015	  Special	  Town	  Meeting	  
Warrant	  for	  2015	  Annual	  Town	  Meeting	  	  
Final	  Transfer	  Amounts	  Worksheet	  
	  


